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Inside this issue: 

Official Publication of: 

It is time to renew 

your UHHSA mem-

bership if you have-

n’t already renewed. 

Please send in re-

newals by February 

1st, 2013. For your 

convenience, the 

membership renew-

al form is on Page 6 

of this newsletter. http://www.nebraskasheep.com/directory/ 

 

The UHHSA Calendar is now available. To order your calendar, 

go to: :  http://www.lulu.com/shop/uhhsa-registry/uhhsa-2013/

calendar/product-20619600.html  

Pictured above is the winning photo that will be featured in the cover of the UHHSA 2013 

Calendar.  3 photos tied for first place, so the Calendar Committee voted on the top 3 pho-

tos to determine the winner. It was a hard choice with so many nice photos submitted. This 

winning photo was submitted by Trinity Farm.  

http://www.nebraskasheep.com/directory/
http://www.lulu.com/shop/uhhsa-registry/uhhsa-2013/calendar/product-20619600.html
http://www.lulu.com/shop/uhhsa-registry/uhhsa-2013/calendar/product-20619600.html
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We urge all members to submit information for this newsletter. If you have that special 

lamb born you would like to share, send us a picture and information about that lamb. We 

can have a special section with photos of arriving lambs. If you have a product that you 

use and have had good results with, share the information with others. Do you know of an 

upcoming sale or show? Let us know. Send in a Featured Flock article with pictures and 

tell us about you, your place, your family, and your sheep. Everyone really enjoys these 

Featured Flock articles and it is a great way to tell others about your farm and for us to get 

to know each other better. Or even just send in a nice picture of the area where you live,  

or of pastures, or even a nice lake that you enjoy on your place. If a member wants to 

share anything with other members we would love to hear from you, even if it isn’t about 

sheep. 

We have had suggestions on a Question and Answer section. Do you have a question 

about something? Let us know.  

It has also been suggested to have a section on marketing. We can start that area also. Those of you that market your 

sheep send us a little article on how you do this. How and where do you sell your sheep? Do you go to sales, or sell off 

the farm? Share your trials and error with others so we can help each other out with your ideas. Let us know what works 

best for you and your area.   

There is so much members can contribute to make our newsletter interesting and informative! Help us out, send some-

thing in. Or give us ideas on what you want to see in your newsletter. WE WANT TO HEAR FROM OUR MEMBERS! 

SEND SOMETHING IN!  Submit all information to:  Newsletter editor:  lazyjvranch@bellsouth.net    

Entropion (inverted eye lid) 
Entropion is a heritable trait in which the lower eyelid is inverted, causing the eyelashes of the lower lid to brush 

against the eye. Entropion should not be left untreated. The constant irritation results in tearing and can lead to 

corneal ulceration, scarring, and blindness. It may affect one or both eyes.  

 

Mild cases of entropion can be treated by injecting a long acting antibiotic under the skin of the affected eyelid. 

Sometimes, staples, sutures, or clips will need to be applied to the skin surface of the affected eyelid. Rams carry-

ing this trait should not be used for breeding.  

 

 

E. Coli scours (watery mouth) 
E. coli scours is an opportunistic disease that is usually associated with sloppy environmental conditions and poor 

sanitation. It generally occurs as a diarrhea problem in two to four-day-old lambs. Affected lambs salivate and 

have a cold mouth; thus, the common name, "watery mouth." Dehydration, coma and death usually occur within 12

-24 hours following the onset of clinical signs of scours.  

 

Treatment of E. coli scours usually involves rehydrating the lamb with oral, subcutaneous or intraperitoneal fluids 

and treatment with appropriate antibiotics. Prevention of E. coli scours in lambs should really be the key focus for 

any flock. Lambing barn sanitation and creating a clean, dry environment for newborn lambs are the key factors 

related to preventing outbreaks of E. coli scours.  

 

Epididymitis (Brucella Ovis) 
Epididymitis is a venereal disease of rams caused by the bacteria Brucella ovis. Epididymitis means inflammation 

of the epididymitis, the tubular portion of the testical that collects the sperm produced by the testes and stores it 

until it is ready to transport. Severely affected rams will often have at least one enlarged epididymis and may show 

pain when the testicle is manipulated.  

 

Epididymitis causes varying degrees of damage. It may cause infertility by affecting the ram's ability to produce 

viable sperm. It is the number one ram fertility problem seen in the sheep industry. Epididymitis is contagious and 

is transmitted during homosexual activity or during the breeding season via the ewe. Only about half of the rams 

affected by epididymitis respond to antibiotic treatment. Damage is usually permanent. Prevention is to buy virgin 

or disease-free rams, to subject rams to diagnostic testing, and to cull affected rams.  

 

Sheep Information - Sheep Diseases A-Z- http://www.sheep101.info/201/diseasesa-z.html  

mailto:lazyjvranch@bellsouth.net
http://www.sheep101.info/201/diseasesa-z.html
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weeds and brush down, the rams can be 

used for trophy horns. For us just seeing 

them graze in the field is all the reasons to 

keep Mouflons. The ewes look like ante-

lope or deer. The rams are much more 

awesome than the North American Big-

horn (which they are related to). 

 

Mouflons are an endangered specie, do-

mestic sheep of any breed can be recreat-

ed if they became extinct. The Mouflon 

cannot be recreated, neither can the pas-

senger pigeon at least not in today's sci-

ence lab. 

 

Let's face it domestic sheep have been 

bred to be docile, stupid and dependent on 

humans. Mouflons are disease resistant, 

intelligent, easy lambers, and interesting. 

Mouflons are not for everybody. Having 

said this I always tell prospective buyers 

if you purchase Mouflons and already 

have domestic sheep. You will in a short 

time get rid of your domestic sheep and 

just keep the Mouflons, they are that ad-

dictive ! 

 

I would be glad to answer any questions 

on this specie although I am far from be-

ing an expert. If you are a discriminating 

sheep breeder you might just try this in-

credible specie of wild sheep. 

Tony Brancato 

tonydove@dslextreme.com 

I raise European Mouflon sheep. Many 

sheep folk have little or no idea what this 

specie not breed of sheep really is. 

 

There are a lot of articles on Mouflons on 

the internet. Ricky Hunt of Texas has done 

a tremendous job popularizing this specie 

of wild sheep. 

My reasons for keeping and breeding 

Mouflons are simple. I like unusual ani-

mals and plants. I have bred exotic pigeons 

and doves and all kinds of strange and 

beautiful plants and trees. Nevertheless 

when we decided to acquire sheep, the 

domestic ones would not do. We started 

out with rare, primitive, Soay sheep and 

they are quite nice. However they  had 

difficulty lambing and trying to sell them 

was a problem in Southern California. Af-

ter researching the different kinds of sheep 

we settled on the Mouflon. Our first Mouf-

lons unfortunately were hybrids. The 

breeder had no idea they were hybrids and 

sold them to us as pure Mouflons. As we 

gained more experience and knowledge we 

knew that if were going to raise and breed 

Mouflons they had to be 100% Mouflon. 

All of our animals are pure bred regardless 

of what they are. 

Fortunately we were able to trade some 

Soay  sheep for some quality Mouflon 

stock. We also bought several Mouflons 

from a reputable breeder in Texas as well. 

Many people who claim to have Mouf-

lons in reality have hybrid Mouflons and 

they either don't know it or continue to 

sell them as pure Mouflons. Hybrids are 

fine and dandy if that's what you want, 

they are or should be less expensive than 

a pure bred Mouflon. Some hybrids look 

very much like a true Mouflon and it 

takes some experience to determine if the 

animal is a Mouflon or a cross. 

 

We keep a small flock of Mouflons with 

an awesome ram we purchased from Tex-

as. Our Lambs are registered and vac-

cinated, and our vet makes sure that they 

are healthy and vigorous before we let a 

purchaser take them home. We get orders 

for lambs a year in advance and most peo-

ple that purchase our stock are repeat buy-

ers. Since we have so few lambs available 

at one time (four or five) we can be fussy 

about who gets them. Our lambs do not 

end up on the dinner table. 

We have been asked "what good are they 

if you don't eat them"?Yes you certainly 

can eat them although it would be cheaper 

to buy the best steak. What good are flow-

ers, dogs, cats etc. that's the question I 

pose to those that ask me what good are 

Mouflons. Mouflons are small, colorful, 

beautiful. They are exotic, they will keep 

CHERRY VALLEY FARM - Cherry Valley, CA 

mailto:tonydove@dslextreme.com
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Introduction: Regular hoof trimming is an essential part of raising small ruminants. Depending 
on the environment the sheep or goats live in and the diet they are fed, some animals require 
that their feet be trimmed every 6 weeks to 2 months. A minimum of 2-3 times a year is essential 
for almost all animals no matter their diet or environment. Animals that are fed a high energy and 
protein diet tend to have hooves that grow more rapidly. Animals that have access to hard sur-
faces and play areas will naturally wear down the hoof and require less frequent trimmings. 
Some small ruminant owners will feed on a roughened concrete surface to help the hooves natu-

rally wear down. Care should be taken to avoid trimming feet of ewes/does during late gestation. 

Sheep and goats that are kept in damp, muddy environments and do not have their feet trimmed 
regularly are very prone to foot problems, such as foot rot and foot scald. Animals that have ex-
cessive hoof growth are also very susceptible to laminitis, joint/tendon problems, and arthritis. If 
the foot is left neglected for extended periods of time, permanent damage can result. Dry condi-
tions can make hooves difficult to trim. To soften hard or dry, brittle hooves, animals can be al-
lowed to stand in a wet area for 2 to 3 hours before trimming. Water softens the hoof and makes 

it easier to trim. 

Step #1: The sheep or goat should be properly restrained. For sheep this usually means placing 
them on their rump. Goats, however, should be trimmed while in a standing position. Goats 
should have their heads tied to a secure place, preferably on a wall or fence. This allows the per-
son doing the trimming to stand to the outside of the goat and gently push the goat up against 

the fence or wall for extra control when needed. 

The most common method of restraining sheep is to place them on their rumps and hold them in 
the shearing position. This procedure can be accomplished by standing on the sheep’s left side, 
holding the jaw with the left hand and placing the right hand on the animal’s hip. Hold the jaw 
tightly and bend the sheep’s head sharply over its right shoulder. At the same time, press down 
on the animal’s right hip. When the sheep falls to the ground, raise the front feet and head so the 
sheep rests on its rump and leans off center of the tail bone and against the person doing the 
trimming. If a large number of sheep are to be processed, a bale of hay can serve as a rest dur-

ing trimming. 

A second method of restraint is to use a tilting squeeze table. The animal is rotated on its side 
while being restrained. This equipment requires added expense, but offers easy access to the 
animal’s feet. Care must be observed, however, to avoid being kicked. A third method employs 
the use of a commercially-made sheep deck chair. This "beach" type chair is adjustable and 
holds the sheep on its dock comfortably and allows the operator the flexibility of having both 

hands free to concentrate on feet trimming rather than having to use one hand for restraining. 

The feet of a goat can be picked up from many different positions. Commonly, the person doing 
the trimming will stand on the same side as the foot they are trimming. The hind legs are often 

brought back straight behind the goat. 

Step #2: The overall goal of the trimming process should be to make the foot match the angle of 
the coronary band. After trimming, the bottom of the foot and the coronary band should be paral-
lel. Many foot trimmers start by trimming the ends of the dew claws. This removes any sharp 
points or extensions that can be caught on objects or injure the foot. A pair of hoof trimmers or a 

sharp pair of rose trimmers should be used.                                                                  cont. on pg.5 

How to Trim Feet 
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Association Registrar Office/ Secretary    

P.O. Box 161, New Lebanon, Ohio 45345  

E-Mail: uhhsa@yahoo.com   

Phone: 937-430-1768  

Newsletter Editor: UHHSA Newsletter 

305 Hewey Lane, Central City, KY 42330 

Phone and Fax: 270-525-9977  

Email: lazyjvranch@bellsouth.net  

Contact Information 

ORIC: Official Registration Inspection Committee 

10416 FM 1511, Buffalo, Texas  75831 

Phone: 903-536-4660 

Email: painted@windstream.net 

UHHSA 

ONLINE GIFT STORE 

Visit our store website to purchase many 
different types of UHHSA clothing apparel 

and gifts for all ages.  

http://www.cafepress.com/uhhsa 

Items and designs have been 

added and are now available! 

Visit the store online at:  

How to Trim Feet, continued: 

Step #3: The toe region should then be examined while removing any excess debris. The toe and 
outside hoof wall are trimmed down to the where fresh sole can be seen and the bottom of the 
foot is parallel to the coronary band (see figure #4). When learning how to trim, begin by taking 
very small amounts of hoof wall and toe off at a time. If the trimming goes too deep, the sensitive 
structures of the foot can be injured. This can lead to excessive bleeding, pain, lameness, and 
infections. If the foot is trimmed too deep, the bleeding can be stopped by holding the foot and 
applying some blood-stop powder. The foot should be kept clean and free of debris for the next 
few days. This will help prevent infections and possible problems with tetanus. A tetanus boost-

er should also be given if the bleeding is significant. 

Step #4: The inside wall of the foot can also be trimmed. It should be trimmed a little bit lower 
than the outside wall. This allows most of the animal’s weight to be on the outside hoof wall 
where it should be placed naturally. The heel regions can also be trimmed when needed. A plane 

is sometimes used to help even up the surfaces and remove any dead sole. 

Step #5: A similar procedure is then done on the opposite claw. Once the entire process is fin-
ished, the foot should be released and examined for proper balance while the foot is bearing 
weight. Again, the bottom of the foot should be parallel to the coronary band. The toes should 
not be left too long; if left too long, the animal will rock backwards on the foot and cause unnec-
essary stress on the flexor tendons. If the toes are trimmed too short, the fetlock may "break for-

ward" in an abnormal position. 

* When learning how to trim feet, begin by removing small amounts of hoof wall at a time. Go 
slow and take the time necessary to let the foot down and check the balance of the foot. Remov-
ing small amounts and taking time to check balance on the foot will help reduce the chances of 

over-trimming and entering the sensitive structures of the foot. 
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